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EDITOR'S NOTE 
Dear readers and subscribers: 
The Spring 2006 issue of Great Plains Research was 
the first in the new format. I asked you at the end of my 
Editor's Note to let me know what you liked about the 
change and to tell me ways to improve future issues. All of 
the comments I received were positive and helpful. I call 
upon you again to send me any suggestions that you have 
for the improvement of our journal. 
Once again we have an excellent set of articles for you 
to read and think about. I want to focus on two of these be-
cause I have selected photographs to go with these articles 
that are included on the cover and in this Editor's Note. 
The cover has an oblique aerial photograph of part of 
southwestern Morrill County, Nebraska, looking north-
west toward the Wildcat Hills. The lower two-thirds of 
the picture includes part of the valley of Middle Creek and 
the buildings of a ranch formerly called Horsehead Ranch. 
Rock exposures are visible in the bluffs along the valley 
sides. From the top of the bluffs downward the rocks belong 
to parts of the Ogallala Group and the underlying Brule 
Formation of the White River Group noted by Gosselin et 
al. in their article. Springs of water issuing from the rocks 
at the base of the bluffs behind the trees to the left of the 
ranch buildings feed Middle Creek. In 1980 some of the 
water from these springs was used to fill the ponds near the 
buildings and to irrigate some land to the north. The spring 
water is coming from a thicker part of an Ogallala Group 
ancient valley fill that has been incised by recent erosion 
along Middle Creek. The north side of this ancient valley 
fill was located in the vicinity of the prominent bluffs to 
the north of the ranch buildings. The rocks of the Ogallala 
Group contain some volcanic ash. The underlying rocks 
of the White River Group contain abundant volcanic ash. 
Gosselin et al. suggest that the ash is a source of the arsenic 
that they found in groundwater in this area. 
As noted earlier the cover photo includes parts of the 
Wildcat Hills, but these are too small to see in detail. I have 
Figure 1. Photograph by R. F. Diffendal, Jr., taken just south of the Chimney Rock Cemetery, Morrill County, Nebraska, looking 
northwest, October 1980. 
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Figure 2. Image CAV01269.PCD, National Park Service Digital Image Archives. 
included in this note a photograph of a closer view of part 
of these hills including the very recognizable landform, 
Chimney Rock (Fig. 1). The grayer rock exposed in the 
upper part of the Chimney Rock spire and toward the 
top of the adjacent part of the Wildcat Hills is the basal 
Arikaree Group, a unit that is absent along Middle Creek 
to the southeast. The rocks of the White River Group 
below the Arikaree are mostly light brown, but there is a 
purer volcanic ash deposit called the lower Whitney Ash 
exposed on the lower slopes that has a whiter color. 
It is easy to forget that there are many landforms on the 
Great Plains. But the Black Hills, the Nebraska Sandhills, 
Pine Ridge, the Judith Mountains, the Big Bend area along 
the Missouri River in South Dakota, and other features 
remind us that the Great Plains region is anything but 
plain. There were even active volcanoes in parts of the 
Great Plains in the past including Capulin Volcano. 
The second photograph in this note is taken from the 
National Park Service Digital Image Archives and is an 
oblique aerial view looking east at the Capulin Volcano 
National Monument area in northeastern New Mexico 
(Fig. 2). The scene includes Capulin Volcano, roads, the 
National Monument Visitor Center, and at the top left a 
small volcano called Mud Hill. The article by Guyette 
et al. in this issue discusses the fire history of this area, 
which is southeast of Raton, New Mexico. 
According to information supplied by the National 
Park Service and from examination of a topographic map 
of the area, Capulin Volcano is more than 1,100 feet high 
from base to top, is about 4 miles in circumference, and is 
approximately 1.4 miles in maximum diameter. The pre-
served crater at the top is about 120 feet deep, 1,450 feet 
in diameter, and has a hiking trail around it. The volcano 
was last active about 56,000 to 62,000 years ago and looks 
to the casual viewer as if it had erupted much more re-
cently. The volcanic materials making up the cinder cone 
are loose cinders, ash, and other rock debris according to 
the Park Service. Vegetation covering the monument and 
adjacent lands today includes pinyon and ponderosa pines. 
Some of these two tree species have fire scars that were 
dated by Guyette et al. in their study. 
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Homesteading Re£onsidered 
May 17-19, 2007 
33rd Interdisciplinary Symposium 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
'-n" .... omestead Att 01 1862 in the (Jnited States and the Dominion lands Att 01 
[anada lundamentally shaped the pattern 01 non-Indian settlement on the 
Great Plains. By the time the atts were repealed, over 270 million atres in 30 (J.S. 
states and 118 million atres in [anada's western provintes had been distributed. 
THIS SYMPOSIUM will examine home-
steading and its legacy from all angles, review 
recent and forthcoming scholarship, probe 
conflicting interpretations, and encourage all 
participants to develop their own perspectives 
on the historical and ecological significance of 
homesteading. 
TOPICS MIGHT INCLUDE, but are 
not limited to: Native American views of 
homesteading; ecological impacts; cultural , 
social , and technological changes; agricultural 
and industrial legacies ; immigration and 
migration patterns; modern "homesteading" 
programs; land speculation and fraud ; the 
Canadian homesteading experience; and 
more. 
Special sessions will be held for K-12 
educators. 
INTERESTED CONTRIBUTORS should 
submit proposals/abstracts of 150-200 words 
with a brief resume by JANUARY 12, 2007. 
CTheNature (.;l. on ervancy "7~ 
SPONSORED BY the Center for Great 
Plains Studies, University of Nebraska- Lincoln , 
in partnership with Homestead National 
Monument of America, National Park Service, 
with participation and support of The Nature 
Conservancy, Nebraska Humanities Council , 
and the Academic Dean's Office and the History 
Department of Doane College, Crete, Nebraska. 
Submit your proposal and brief resume by 
January 12, 2007, to: 
TODD ARRINGTON, Program Chair 
CENTER FOR GREAT PLAINS STUDIES 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
P.O. Box 880214 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0214 
Tel.: (402) 472-3082 
Fax: (402) 472-0463 
E-mail : cgps@unl.edu 
~ DOANE 
~ COLLEGE 
www.unl.edu/plains 
IMAGE: detail of photo, Three Horses with Hand Plow and Man, ca. 1920, by Theodor Horydczak, from the Theodor Horydczak 
Collection, Library of Congress. 
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln is an equal opportunity educator and employer with a comprehensive plan for diversity. 
160 
Name/Institution 
Street Address 
City 
Phone Number 
State 
Email 
Send to: 
AICRJ Subscriptions 
UCLA American Indian Studies Center 
3220 Campbell Hall, Box 951548 
Los Angeles, California 90095-1548 
(310) 206-7508 sales@aisc.ucla.edu 
www.books.aisc.ucla.edu/ 
Great Plain Re earch Vol. 16 No.2, 2006 
Zip 
Make checks payable to the Regents of the University of California 
194 
Add a 
dimension to 
'OUt 
soci%g, 
teseatch ... 
Great Plains Research Vol. 16 No.2, 2006 
sociological 
abstracts 
Comprehensive, cost-effective, timely coverage of current ideas 
in sociological research 
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citations of relevant dissertations as 
well as books and other media. 
Now featuring: 
• Cited references 
• Additional abstracts 
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Available in print or electronically through CSA Illumina 
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Vte2006 
GREAT PLAINS 
DISTINGUISHED 
BOOK PRIZE 
The University of Nebraska-lincoln's Center for Great Plains Studies 
will present the 2006 Great Plains Distinguished Book Prize 
in May 2007 to the most significant book on the Great Plains. 
• Only first edition nonfiction full-length books will be considered for 
the award. 
• Nominations may be made by publishers or authors, but no more 
than five titles by one publisher may be submitted. 
• The annual book prize, including a $1,000 cash award, will be 
presented in May 2007 for books copyrighted in 2006. 
• Five copies of each nominated book with a cover letter stating the 
book is to be considered for the Great Plains Distinguished Book 
Prize should be submitted by January 16, 2007. 
Center for Great Plains Studies 
University of Nebraska-lincoln 
P.O. B ox 880214, Li nco In, N E 68588 -0 214 
(402) 472-3082 www.unl.edu/plains 
The Universily of Nebraska-Lincoln isanequal opporlunilyeduc alorandemployerwitha comprehensive plan for diversity 
NEWS AND NOTES 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
May 17-19,2007 
Homesteading Reconsidered is the title of the 33rd In-
terdisciplinary Symposium sponsored by the Center for 
Great Plains Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
The conference will be held at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and Homestead National Monument in Beatrice, 
Nebraska. 
The Homestead Act of 1862 in the United States and 
the Dominion Lands Act of 1872 in Canada fundamen-
tally shaped the pattern of non-Indian settlement on the 
Great Plains. By the time the acts were repealed, over 270 
million acres in 30 U.S. states and 118 million acres in 
Canada's western provinces had been distributed. 
Historians' views of the Homestead Act and Dominion 
Lands Act have ranged from viewing them as the culmi-
nation of the "Jeffersonian ideal" of land ownership to 
questioning the wisdom of implementing the laws at all. 
Ecologists associate homesteading with the loss of prai-
ries and introduction of invasive species, while agricultur-
ists view it as the birth of modern farming. 
This symposium will examine homesteading and its 
legacy from all angles, review recent and forthcoming 
scholarship, probe conflicting interpretations, and encour-
age all participants to develop their own perspectives on the 
historical and ecological significance of homesteading. 
Subjects of interest for consideration in the event's 
program include, but are not limited to: 
• Native American views of homesteading and 
federal land policies in the U.S. and Canada; 
• Ecological impacts on the natural environ-
ment of the Great Plains; 
• The importance of technology to homestead-
ing and westward expansion; 
• Roles of homesteading and agriculture in the 
eventual onset of the Dust Bowl and droughts 
of the 1930s; 
• Cultural and social changes initiated by west-
ward migration and the retention of cultural 
and social values by those groups and individu-
als that emigrated; 
• The role of homesteading and agriculture in 
the formation of the modern West; 
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• The legacy of the Homestead Act/Dominion 
Lands Act (or anti-legacy, as many ethnic and 
cultural groups may view it); 
• The role ofland speculation and fraud in fulfill-
ing or dooming the government's intended uses 
of the Homestead Act/Dominion Lands Act; 
• Importance of homesteading on modern farm-
ing and ranching operations on the Plains; 
• Past historical remembrance and interpreta-
tion of homesteading and Western history; 
• The "future" of homesteading and modern 
homesteading programs. 
Interested contributors should submit proposals/ab-
stracts of 150-200 words with a brief resume by January 
12, 2007. Electronic submission is preferred. Be sure to 
indicate the relevant information (contact person, affili-
ation, address, telephone, e-mail address) in your e-mail 
and indicate in the subject line: 2007 Homesteading 
Reconsidered Symposium. If sending by standard mail, 
please send two unfolded copies of the abstract to the 
Program Chair at the address listed below. 
Persons whose proposals/abstracts are accepted will 
be expected to submit final papers at the conference. 
Great Plains Quarterly and Great Plains Research, the 
Center's scholarly journals, have the first right to publish 
papers presented at the symposium. Submit your proposal 
and brief resume by January 12, 2007 to: 
TODD ARRINGTON, Program Chair 
Center for Great Plains Studies 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
P.O. Box 880214 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68588-0214 
Tel.: (402) 472-3082; Fax: (402) 472-0463; E-mail: cpgs@ 
unl.edu. Visit the conference website for up-to-date infor-
mation on the conference: www.unl.edu/plains 
Sponsored by the Center for Great Plains Studies, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, in partnership with 
Homestead National Monument of American, National 
Park Service, with participation and support of The Na-
ture Conservancy, Nebraska Humanities Council, and the 
Academic Dean's Office and the History Department at 
Doane College, Crete, Nebraska. 
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CONFERENCES 
November 15-19,2006 
The 105th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropo-
logical Association will be held at the San Jose Conven-
tion Center in San Jose, CA. Website: www.aaanet.org/. 
December lO-13, 2006 
The Annual Meeting of the Entomological Society of 
America will be held in Indianapolis, IN. The theme is 
"Give Something Back." Website: www.entsoc.olrg/an-
nual_meeting/ current_meeting/index.htm. 
February 9-16, 2007 
The 60th Annual Meeting of the Society for Range 
Management will be held in Reno-Sparks, NV, at John 
Ascuaga's Nugget. Website: www.ag.unr.edu/srm2007. 
April 11-13, 2007 
The Kansas Geological Survey and the University of 
Kansas departments of geology and geography will host 
the 2007 joint annual meetings of the South-Central and 
North-Central Sections of the Geological Scoeity of 
America at the Kansas Union on the University of Kansas 
campus, Lawrence, KS. Website: www.geosociety/org/ 
sectdiv /N orthc/07nc-scmtg.htm. 
April 13-14, 2007 
The 139th Annual Meeting of the Kansas Academy of 
Science will be held at Kansas Wesleyan University in 
Salina, KS. Website: www.washburn.edu/kas/. 
April 17-21, 2007 
The Annual Meeting of the Association of American 
Geographers will be held in San Francisco, CA, at the Hil-
ton San Franciso. Website: www.aag.org/annualmeetings/. 
April 20, 2007 
The 117th Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Academy 
of Sciences will be held at Nebraska Wesleyan University 
in Lincoln, NE. Abstracts deadline is February 5, 2007. 
Website: www.neacadsci.org. 
May 7-9, 2007 
The 59th Annual Meeting of the Rocky Mountain Sec-
tion of the Geological Society of America will be held at 
the Dixie Center in Saint George, UT. Abstacts deadline 
is February 13,2007. Website: www.geosociety.org/sect-
div /rockymtn/07rmmtg.htm. 
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May 20-25, 2007 
The 2007 International Conference on Ecology & 
Transportation will be held at The Peabody Little Rock, 
Little Rock, AR. The theme is "Bridging the Gaps, Natu-
rally." Website: www.icoet.net/ICOET2007.asp. 
July 1-5,2007 
The 21st Annual Meeting of the Society for Conserva-
tion Biology will be held hosted by the Center for African 
Conservation Ecology at the Nelson Mandela Metro-
politan University, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. Website: 
www.conbio.org/Activities/Meetings/. 
August 5-lO, 2007 
The Ecological Society of America and the Society for 
Ecological Restoration International Joint Meeting 
will be held in San Jose, CA. Abstracts are due March 1, 
2007. Website: www.esa.org/sanjose/. 
October 28-31, 2007 
The Annual Meeting of the Geological Society of 
America will be at the Colorado Convention Center 
in Denver, CO. The theme is "Earth Sciences for So-
ciety-Beginning of the International Year of Planet 
Earth." Deadline for session proposals is January 9, 2007. 
Website: www.geosociety.org/meeting/2007/. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
January 16,2007 
The Center for Great Plains Studies, University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln announces the deadline for its 2006 Great 
Plains Distinguished Book Prize. Five copies of each 
nominated book with a cover letter stating the book is to 
be considered for the prize should be submitted by Janu-
ary 16, 2007. The award will be announced in May 2007. 
For more information, see the ad on page 202. 
April 12, 2007 
The Grassland Foundation will present its Second An-
nual Lecture on "Grassland Conservation and Sustainable 
Communities" at the Great Plains Art Museum, Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lincoln, 1155 Q Street, Lincoln, NE. 
Website: www.grasslandfoundation.org. 
Please send meeting notices to the attention of the 
editor, Great Plains Research at < gpr@unl.edu >. 
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Jones in press)] and a complete reference section that gives author, year, title, 
source, and page references for journal or newspaper articles. Include page 
numbers for quotations [for example: (Templer 1992: 45)]. 
• For a journal article: 
Murkin, H.R. 1998. Freshwater functions and values of prairie wetlands. 
Great Plains Research 8: 3-15. 
• For a book: 
Blouet, B.W., and F.e. Luebke, eds. 1979. The Great Plains: Environment and 
Culture. University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. 
• For an article in a book or conference volume: 
Wedel, W.R. 1994. Coronado and Quivira. In Spain and the Plains, ed. R.H. Vigil, 
F.W. Kaye, and J.R. Wunder, 45-66. University Press of Colorado, Niwot, CO. 
• For a government document: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (USDA-SCS). 1977. 
Soil Survey of Arthur and Grant Counties, Nebraska. U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, De. 
For complete guidelines, please see our web page: www.unl.edu/plains 
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